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and low herbage. The well-known "glow worms " are con-
tained in this group. The males, which attain to ordinary
beetle-shape, are not remarkable, except that many of them
possess to a greater or less degree the power of giving light.
The females, however, remain larvif orm, so much so that it is
often difficult to distinguish the larvae from adult females. The
"glow" shed by the females emanates from the underside
of the apex of the abdomen, and is sometimes very bright.
Its function is presumably to serve as an attraction to the
males. The Lampyrince are carnivorous, many of them feeding
on snails.
The Cantharince are all narrow, elongate insects, with deli-
cate integument. Both the sexes attain true beetle form.
The genus Cantharis contains the well-known " soldier
beetles" which may be seen during the greater part of the
summer, resting on plants and flower-heads, particularly the
TJmbelliferae. The larvae are elongate and velvety, with a
flattish head and short antennae. There is a sort of proleg
on the anal segment, but no cerci. Both larvae and adults
are carnivorous. The larvae live in grass or under loose
bark. (Cantharince are usually known as TelepTiorince.)
The Drilince are somewhat small insects. The female of
Drilus fiavescens is a long, larviform, hairy creature with
twelve segments, the last terminated by a round appendage
and two short processes. The male is much smaller than the
female, and has long, pectinate antennae. The larva is very
much like the female; it eats snails, pupating in the empty
shells.
The Lampyrince and Drilince have been listed as separate
families by Olivier in the Berlin Catalogue, and the former
was monographed by the same author in Gen. Ins. Fasc. 53
(1907). A paper has been written on the Drilince by Bayford,
1906. There are also papers by Gorham, Bourgois, and
Waterhouse.
The British species number fifty-nine, and are listed by
Fowler.
No members of this family have been recorded as pests.